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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 4, 2013 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

At 7:00 p.m. Mayor Bruno called the meeting to order and stated that adequate notice of this meeting has 

been provided by posting the same on the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the 

Courier News and Star Ledger at least forty-eight hours prior to the meeting, all in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting will not go substantially past 10:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mayor Bruno answered present.  

Mr. Hall was absent.  Also present was Township Attorney Joseph Sordillo, Township Administrator 

Linda Cavanaugh and Township Clerk Ana Minkoff 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

Mayor Bruno asked everyone present to stand as he led the Flag Salute. 

 

CONFERENCE SESSION 

 

Mr. Woodruff spoke about the election and the referendum questions.  He spoke in length in particular 

about the question regarding the minimum wage. 

 

There was also a lengthy discussion among the Mayor and Township Council on the referendum question 

regarding the veterans. 

 

Mr. Woodruff spoke about being on the negotiating team that is currently negotiating with the Police 

union with respect to their contract.  He spoke about budgeting for the School Resource Officer and Mr. 

Hall speaking to some members of the school board with regard to the expense for the SRO.  The Chief 

has provided some information but the negotiating team also felt there was a need for greater disclosure 

from the Chief.  To date that has not been received.   

 

A discussion continued among the Township Council. 

 

Chief Mathis responded to the some questions Mr. Woodruff had brought up regarding the SRO officer.  

Chief Mathis also said he would not discuss this matter any further in public but he would in private or 

executive session. 

 

The discussion continued with Mr. Woodruff and Chief Mathis. 

 

Mayor Bruno spoke about receiving some flyers from various electric supply companies.  The Mayor 

provided the Township Council members with copies of these flyers and then he spoke about town wide 

savings with the electric supply.  Mayor Bruno feels that the Township should take advantage of this 

opportunity and have some of these energy representative meet with the Administrator. 

 

Mayor Bruno asked Assistant Director of Public Works Jorge Casacuberta to give the Council an update 

on the progress of the stream clean-up.   
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Jorge Casacuberta provided some copies of the stream clean-up work that was done to the Township 

Council and public.  He explained this work that was done. 

 

A discussion continued with Mr. Casacuberta answering questions for the Mayor and Township Council 

regarding the stream clean-up. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to approve the following Township Council Minutes, seconded by Mr. Pastore and 

upon roll call vote:  

 

Public Meeting – October 22, 2013 

              

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Delia had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pastore had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pirone had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Woodruff had nothing to report. 

 

Mrs. Kingsley reported she attended the “pumpkin cutting contest” in town put on by Pearly Whites and 

she said it was a fabulous affair.  She hopes more businesses will hold similar events in the future. 

 

Linda Cavanaugh, Township Administrator reported there is a meeting scheduled for the Passaic River 

clean-up team on November 12
th
 in Summit.  Jorge Casacuberta did have a meeting with representatives 

of the Morris County Park Commission and they covered a big portion of the Passaic River as it affects 

Berkeley Heights and Morris County.  Mrs. Cavanaugh gave an update on the stream clean-up and said 

on the next meeting agenda there will be a resolution for the Council to approve showing their support. 

Mrs. Cavanaugh gave an update on the repaving of the Rescue Squad parking lot and said the DPW had 

the assistance of the County and their equipment.  Mrs. Cavanaugh spoke about the discussion regarding 

the stream dumping violations and she said Mr. Bocko would cite violations of property maintenance 

ordinances.  Mrs. Cavanaugh said Administration would receive copies of these violations and she 

explained the violation policy further. 

 

A discussion continued on the stream dumping violations. 

 

Mrs. Cavanaugh reported on the energy companies and said she has already been contacted by 

representatives of two companies.  She explained further. 

 

Mayor Bruno reminded everyone that tomorrow is election day and he spoke about the referendum 

question regarding the secession from Union County.  He spoke in length about the need to hear from the 

residents with their feelings.  Mayor Bruno said Monday is Veterans Day and there will be festivities held  
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at the local VFW Post and he urged the residents to support the veterans.  Mayor Bruno also reported he 

attended the grand opening of European Waxing Center.   

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to accept and approve the Township Council Reports, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley 

and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to open the Hearing on the Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mr. Woodruff and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

   Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

Tom Foregger of 14 Dorsett Road said he did some research on the election question regarding minimum 

wage.  He spoke about his findings and made some comments. 

 

Mr. Foregger also commented he would like to see public discussion on the issue of the School Resource 

Officer so it can be understood.  He also said he would like to get a copy of the documents that were 

referred to. 

 

A discussion continued.  Mr. Woodruff responded to Mr. Foregger. 

 

Mr. Foregger continued with his remarks.   

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mrs. Kingsley to close the Hearing on the Agenda Items Only, seconded by 

Mr. Woodruff and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

     

  NEW BUSINESS- RESOLUTIONS 

  OFFICIAL ACTION WILL BE TAKEN ON THE FOLLOWING: 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution: 

 

1. Resolution approving Bill List dated November 4, 2013 in the amount of $636,509.31. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #1, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 
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Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

  

Mr. Woodruff introduced the following resolution: 

 

2. Resolution authorizing an application for a Taxi/Livery license for Thomas Gazzo, Your Car 

Service, LLC, 310 Snyder Avenue, Berkeley Heights, NJ. 

 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to approve resolution #2, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and carried. 

 

Mr. Woodruff asked if there are any rules with respect to the Limo owner parking and storing a limo in 

his driveway. 

 

Mrs. Minkoff responded they cannot park and store the limo in their driveways. 

 

Upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Township Council and will be 

enacted upon by one motion; there will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, 

that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolutions: 

          (5)  
a.  Resolution authorizing the issuance of a Tax Sale Certificate #11-00004T, in the amount of 

$14,224.26 to Havid Development LLC for Block#3303, Lot #1.02 located at 136 Horseshoe 

Road, Berkeley Heights, N.J.   

 

b. Resolution authorizing Garden State Fireworks to hold a brief fireworks display on December 

31, 2013 – January 1, 2014, at Mt. Carmel field on River Road.  

 

ADDITION:   

 

c. Resolution appointing Kevin Dreitlein, 88 Cortland Lane, Bedminster, NJ as an Active 

Member of the Berkeley Heights Volunteer Fire Department. 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve Consent Agenda resolutions #5a-c, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and 

carried. 

 

Mr. Delia commented on the fireworks display on December 31
st  

and said it does not cost the Township 

anything and it is a fantastic display.  He said any of the residents that have not seen these fireworks at 

midnight really should. 
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Upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

                

CITIZENS HEARING  
 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to open the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

John Carlini of Eaton Court asked if there has been any feedback from Union County or Morris County 

regarding the secession.  He also asked what the process is. 

 

Mayor Bruno responded the first step is the vote tomorrow on the ballot question regarding secession.  

Mayor Bruno also said he has not had any feedback from Union County except there is a level of 

arrogance.  Mayor Bruno went on to respond further in length and he also talked about the process. 

 

The discussion continued in length among the Mayor and Township Council regarding the secession 

process.  Mr. Woodruff also spoke about informal discussions with Morris County representatives and he 

also spoke in length about the secession process. 

 

Tom Foregger of 14 Dorsett Road said the Township Council meeting minutes are up to date and he 

asked when the Executive Session minutes would be done. 

 

Ana Minkoff, Township Clerk responded they are being worked on at the present time. 

 

Mayor Bruno said if the Clerk didn’t have to respond to so many OPRA requests she would be able to get 

them done a lot sooner. 

 

Mr. Foregger continued with his remarks regarding the Executive Session minutes. 

 

Gerald Kuzmick of Eaton Court commented on the stream clean-up and said that in his area a fantastic 

job has been done.  Mr. Kuzmick is concerned that some logs were removed to higher ground but not 

taken away.   His concern is that these logs will wash back into the river. 

 

Mayor Bruno responded to Mr. Kuzmick’s questions.  He also said we can take another look and see if 

they are in danger of getting washed back into the river and if so have them removed. 

 

The discussion continued on the stream clean-up.  The discussion involved the budget and equipment for 

the clean-up. 

 

Mr. Kuzmick continued with his remarks.  He also asked when the meeting is scheduled for the de-

snagging of the Passaic River. 
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Mrs. Cavanaugh responded the meeting is scheduled for November 12
th
.   She explained the meeting is to 

try and get grant money for this clean-up. 

 

The discussion continued on the grant money.   

 

Mr. Delia also spoke and commented on the stream clean-up in length. 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mrs. Kingsley to close the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Woodruff 

and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley   

 Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

Mayor Bruno reminded everyone the next Township Council meeting is on Monday, November 18
th
. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

(8:14 p.m.) 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff and Mrs. Kingsley  

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     Mr. Hall 

 

 

Approved: November 18, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 


